78                THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

and he was surprised to hear their inability to carry on the work at the present
time. He was confident that when the Bengalis would be able to realize
that the use of swadeshi cloth would enable them to attain swaraj they
would be able to accomplish this great task within the remaining twenty-four
days of the current month. He regretted that the pleaders should have still
continued their practices but the moment Mr. Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru1
suspended their legal practice his mission had been fulfilled. The Pujas were
fast approaching and it was the great festival of the Hindus when they were
required to purchase a number of clothes. Mr. Gandhi appealed to the people
with folded hands not to purchase even a pice worth of foreign goods, parti-
cularly clothes. He hoped that if they readily responded to his appeal they
would get the blessings of the Providence.

Continuing Mr. Gandhi said that there was a good deal of difference
between the swadeshi movement in the days of the partition of Bengal and
the present movement. At the time of the partition of Bengal restrictions
if any, were confined to the boycott of foreign clothes. By foreign clothes
it was meant clothes manufactured in London, but allowance was given for
the use of goods manufactured in Japan. The present swadeshi cult meant
total boycott of foreign clothes of all descriptions and it was restricted to
only hand-spun clothes. At that time the movement was set on foot to get
redress of certain grievances but the present had a higher and nobler object
in view, namely, the attainment of swaraj. He advised the gathering to totally
boycott foreign goods, burn them .... Some people had asked the speaker to
send these clothes to Khulna for famine-stricken people there. Mr. Gandhi said he
was opposed to their views as he did not like that these poor people should be
polluted with the poison. If they wanted to help these people they ... as well
send their own swadeshi cloth and they themselves should wear lungiyas*- ....

Amita Bazar Patrika, 9-9-1921

34.   TELEGRAM TO CONGRESS AND KHILAFAT
COMMITTEES, FARIDPUR

/                 [Before September 10, 1921]

CONGRATULATE BADSHAH MIAN ABU KHALID RASHIDUD MIAN3 ON
HIS ARREST. THOUSANDS OF HIS DISCIPLES AND FRIENDS ARE
LIKELY TO GET EXCITED. I WOULD URGE THEM TO SHOW THEIR
REGARD BY IMMEDIATE ADOPTION OF SWADESHI, THAT IS,

11863-1931;   lawyer   and   politician;   twice  President  of the  Indian
National Congress

2 Waist-cloth

3 A religious divine of Bengal